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Professor Jennifer Lin LeMesurier 
jlemesurier@colgate.edu  
WRIT 103B – T/Th 1:20-2:35 in Lathrop 
212 

Website: Google Classroom – use code 
ipszzf to access  
Office – Lathrop 213A 
Office hours – T/Th 9:30-11AM or by 
appointment 

 
Welcome to Writing 103! 
This class is aimed at 
teaching you the core 
components of college 
reading, writing, and 
thinking. You will, of course, 
keep refining these skills as 
you progress through 
classes and into your 
chosen major/minor. 
However, the goal of 
Writing 103 is to give you a 
chance to practice these 
skills in a coordinated way.  
 
For example, critical 

thinking is a phrase that gets used a lot. Often, people interpret this as meaning you 
have to hate everything, but a more accurate definition is one that (a) realizes that not 
everyone operates from the same viewpoint as you, which means (b) thinking critically 
means considering these differences and similarities as you process information. That’s 
a big job, and it becomes a bigger job when you have to write it all down.  
 
To practice, we will be focusing on one main subject area, disability studies, for our 
discussions and assignments – how disability gets defined, what that means for those 
who are defined as such, and where this impacts those who are not considered 
disabled. The discipline of disability studies is too large to cover in one class, but we will 
go through some of the core tenets and assumptions of this field during the semester.  
 
Still though, why study this subject, especially if you are not yourself disabled? What will 
this work ‘get you’? There are many answers to this question, but a few immediately 
come to mind. One is academic; disability studies is a burgeoning field that is 
intersecting with more popular disciplines like psychology, law, and history. These 
conversations are also moving into the public sphere, which means that there are a 
number of disability-related conversations impacting things like airport design, 
educational policies, and media representation. Lastly, I will quote disability studies’ 
scholars Carol A. Breckenridge and Candace Vogler – “No one is ever more than 
temporarily able-bodied” (2001).  
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All of writing and speaking work we will do this semester falls under the umbrella of 
Rhetoric. Roughly defined, rhetoric is the art of persuasion, of convincing your audience 
to think or act like you. Others define it as identification, convincing your audience that 
they need to think or act like you because they are just like you. We will be focusing on 
how these acts of persuasion and identification work primarily in texts, but we will also 
discuss how rhetoric intersects with language use in informal, non-academic contexts as 
well. At the end of the course, you will have written in a variety of genres, practiced your 
critical thinking skills in writing and speaking, and have an increased level of rhetorical 
awareness. 
 
Course Objectives 

• Develop comfort and familiarity with your own writing tendencies.  
• Practice recognizing differences between audiences and consider specific writing 

strategies that apply to each, refining how to discuss what is ‘at stake’ for 
different audiences in compelling ways. 

• Engage in critical analysis of various texts and apply said analysis in writing and 
speaking.  

• Practice strategies for revising writing and speaking at the sentence, paragraph, 
and paper level.  

 
Paper Assignments  
In this class, you will have several opportunities to improve your writing before being 
graded. Although you will be writing 5 papers and a Final Portfolio, only 2 of the papers 
and the Final Portfolio receive official grades. However, you will be receiving feedback 
on all of your writing, both from your peers and me. For the first 2 papers, I will be 
providing feedback with an eye toward the future, not ‘why didn’t you do this?’ but 
‘here’s what you can do in future writing’. The 
3rd paper will be peer reviewed and receive 
teacher feedback. You will receive grades on 
the last 2 papers that will feed into your 
overall grade for this class. For your final 
portfolio, you will use the feedback you have 
received to select 3 papers to revise and 
write a reflection on your writing 
development.  
 
So,  
Paper 1 – Feedback from teacher 
Paper 2 – Feedback from teacher 
Paper 3 – Feedback from peers and 
feedback from teacher 
Paper 4 – Grade and feedback from teacher 
Paper 5 – Grade and feedback from teacher  
Final Portfolio – Grade  
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Submitting Papers 
For this class, you will turn in digital copies of your first drafts via Google docs. You 
MUST format your paper as a Google doc, docx, or pdf file so that I can see your 
paper/provide digital feedback.  
 
Percentage Breakdown 

• Participation – 20% - this includes being in class on time, participating in class 
discussions, individual conferences, submitting in-class work  

• Papers 4-5, submitted on time – 20%  
• Short homework writing assignments – 20% 
• Final Portfolio – 40% - Your final piece of work in this class will be an exercise in 

selection and revision. From the 5 papers, you will select 3 and revise them 
according to the feedback you received throughout the semester. (Note: this can 
include outside feedback from writing centers, informal peer reviews, office 
hours, etc…). You will also write a Critical Reflection where you discuss how and 
why you made these selection and revision choices. Toward the end of the 
semester, we will collectively build a set of writing outcomes that demonstrate 
what we all feel successful completion of this course should look like. In your 
Critical Reflection, you will speak to how the selection/revision choices are 
responsive to these writing outcomes.  

 
Grading Scale 
 
A+ 97-100 B+ 87-89  C+ 77-79  D+ 67-69 
A 93-96  B 83-86  C 73-76  D 63-66 
A- 90-92  B- 80-82  C- 70-72  D- 60-62 
 
Classroom Etiquette  
Although this is a writing class, we will be discussing a range of topics as you develop 
research interests of your own. This may lead to disagreements with your fellow class 
participants. Typically, the common reaction to disagreements is to remain silent or start 
a heated argument. Instead, I propose that we, as a class, develop ways of discussing 
topics that may or may not be that controversial in a collegial and critical manner. We 
will discuss what this framework will look like during the first few weeks of class. Please 
bring your writing implement of choice, paper, and the day’s reading to each class.  
 
Participation 
In college, participation means more than showing up to class. It means coming to class 
having done the reading and mentally and physically engaged in class discussion and 
tasks. This does not mean that speaking a lot automatically means a good participation 
grade; some of my finest students have been rather quiet. What this means is that you 
are clearly thinking about, grappling with, and perhaps even disagreeing with the 
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material in a mature manner. This will be evident in the level of thought you exhibit in 
small group discussions, in class freewrites, papers, and other homework assignments.  
Some things that will hurt your participation grade include: 
 

• Texting 
• Using your Laptop for non-

 work related activities 
• Being repeatedly late  
• Demonstrating apathy in 

 ways that are disrespectful 
 to other students or myself 
 
Missing Class – if you are sick, 
please email me and provide me 
with a doctor’s note as soon as 
possible. Writing 103’s 
attendance policy allows three 
unexcused absences per 

semester. Absences beyond these three times will impact your participation grade.  
 
Late or missing papers –I will be giving fairly extensive feedback and individualized 
attention to each essay. If you turn in a paper late and do not receive written feedback, it 
is up to you to get feedback on your work via an out of class peer review, my office 
hours, the writing center, etc… For graded assignments, late work is eligible for up to 
80% of the original grade.   
 
Accommodations 
Your learning experience is a definite priority. If you have any issues with learning 
disabilities, learning differences, or chronic medical conditions, please feel free to speak 
with me after class or during office hours. There are also several on campus resources 
– Please contact Lyn Rugg at mrugg@colgate.edu for more information.  
 
Writing and Speaking Center 
The Writing and Speaking Center in 208 Lathrop is committed to helping all Colgate 
students succeed as clear, effective communicators. Peer writing consultants can help 
you refine a draft by reviewing with you its focus, development, organization, clarity, 
grammar, source integration, or other aspects. Peer speaking consultants can help you 
plan or organize the content of an oral presentation; they can also help you improve 
your delivery to an audience. Details about all sessions will remain private. For more 
information or to make an appointment, visit http://www.colgate.edu/writingcenter or 
call (315) 228-6085. 
 
Schedule – Readings will be discussed in class on the date they are listed. If there are 2 readings, 
please read in the order they are listed. Please also check the website and your email regularly for 
updates. 
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Week ‘1’  
Thu Aug 25th – intros, pass out syllabus 
Fri Aug 26th – Read Lutman and Spring essay “On Writing in College”  
 
Week 2  
Tues Aug 30 – read “Shitty First Drafts” by Anne Lamont 
- rhetorical triangle  
 
Thu Sep 1st – “Mother Tongue” by Amy Tan  
– assign Paper 1  
 
Week 3 
Tues Sep 6th – “Writing an Argument” by Ballenger 
 - analysis exercise  
 
Thu Sep 8th – Op Ed argument writing exercise  
 
Week 4  
Tues Sep 13th – “Constructing Normalcy” by Lennard J. Davis  
- ethos/pathos/logos  
 
Thu – Sep 15th – “My Life as a Tall Blind Woman” 
- Paper 1 Due 
- Assign Paper 2  
 
Week 5 
Tues Sep 20th – Everything is an Argument (EAA) Analysis chapter  
 - analysis exercise   
 
Thu Sep 22nd – “Ableism” by Sushil K. Oswal on Kairos  
  
Week 6 
Tues Sep 27th - “Against Inspiration” Memoir by Hailey Hughes 
 
Thu Sep 29th – “Airports are Blind to Fliers Like Me” 
- Paper 2 Due  
 
Week 7 
Tues Oct 4th – “Seeing the Disabled” by Rosemary Garland Thomas  
– Assign Paper 3  
 - analysis exercise  
 
Thu Oct 6th – Conferences for Paper 3 
 
Week 8  
Tues Oct 11th – No Class Midterm Recess  
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Thu Oct 13th – Paper 3 peer review and reflection  
 
Week 9 
Tues Oct 18th – Paper 3 due  
 
Thu Oct 20th No Class – at Watson Conference  
 
Week 10  
Tues Oct 25th  
– “The Rhetorical Stance” by Wayne Booth  
– Assign Paper 4  
 
Thu Oct 27th  
- Transitions  
 
Week 11  
Tues Nov 1st – Paper 4  
 
Thu Nov 3rd – Paper 4  
 
Week 12  
Tues Nov 8th  
- Assign Paper 5 – work on Paper 5 in class 
 
Thu Nov 10th – Read “Delusion at the Gastropub” by Heather Havrilesky  
 
Week 13  
Tues Nov 15th – Paper 5 due 
 
Thu Nov 17th – Assign Final Portfolio  
 
THANKSGIVING BREAK  
 
Week 14  
Tues Nov 29th – Genre of Critical Reflection  
- rethink Paper 2  
 
Thu Dec 1st - Conferences 
 
Week 15  
Tues Dec 6th - Peer review Critical Reflection 
 
Thu Dec 8th – Wrap up/write 
 
Finals Week  
 
Final Portfolio due on Tues Dec 13th  


